On Oct 30, 2008

Education is the key to unlock the golden door of freedom 

George Washington Carver 

         Two brothers being raised by their grandfather have been there every  week so far.  Grandpa knows that what George Washington Carver said about education is true.  If you can read you can know things that others have known.  If you can compute then you will not be cheated at the store or bank or movie theatre.  If you can know things you can build upon that knowledge and do things that are worthwhile.  It is a process that the older generation should guide the younger generation through.

         This year Mickey Jackson has organized the tutoring program through Carver in the fellowship hall of 2nd Missionary Baptist Church that is visible from the Carver Center.  Last year the tutoring was kind of tricky with so many things going on in the Carver Center itself;  Karate was upstairs, Basketball downstairs, computers had games beckoning.  This year it is tutoring from a bag - pencils in a can,   rulers, one calculator, flash cards, scrap paper, and some plastic   discs for help in counting or fractions.  That is it.  Pretty simple.  Simple, but effective.  Last night a teacher from Sycamore School, an engineer from Delphi, a housewife, a market researcher,  and a mom were busy helping students with an assortment of homework or practicing reading or multiplication facts.         

          There is a lot of tutoring going on around town.  Some volunteer and some paid.  The Carver Center requires a $20 student membership for each child to receive tutoring.  The cost of the tutoring is free after obtaining a membership. It is scheduled.  That requires some parental foresight and commitment.  The regular tutors have some regular expectations and drills they go through with their more consistent students.  There will not be miraculous breakthroughs but  it does appear that there is some movement forward in each case.  There is some better understanding or sharpened skill or maybe "just" encouragement to do better.


One big strength of the tutoring programs is that the children are treated as individuals.  What does this child need at this very particular moment in time?  When it works because there are enough volunteers to meet the need it is a beautiful scene.  Please let Mickey know if you are interested in helping!   www.carver-center.org 
